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ECF Benefits Attorneys & Clients, Says CR Attorney

“CM/ECF is surprisingly easy.” That's the
verdict of Janet Hong, an attorney with the Cedar
Rapids firm of Lynch Dalas P.C. The Frequent
Filer caught up with Janet and her administrative
assistant, Jamie Brown, for some candid
conversation about their experienceswith CM/ECF.

As a member of the pilot group for CM/ECF,
Janet has been using CM/ECF since early April. In

that time, she and Jamie have

CM/ECF used the system to open 45 new

bankruptcy cases,; they've also
Profile filed numerous other pleadings
with the Court using CM/ECF.

One of the best things about the new system is
the immediate access it provides. Jamie remarked,
“When aclient needsto file an anendment, we can
turn that around and have it filed with the court in
only afew hours.”

Filing a new petition takes only a few minutes
using the system, according to Jamie. “There' s not
that much information to type in,” she says.
Uploading the petition file, often the longest part of
the process, takes less than two minutes at Lynch

Dallas, where 25 people share a 256 Kb DSL line
for access to the Internet.

Electronic Case Filing Statistics
May, 2002
Cases Filed via Internet 56 14%
Cases Filed Over the Counter 352 86%
Participating Attorneys 17

Jamie Brown and Janet Hong

One possible downside to the system,
according to both Janet and Jamie, is the amount
of e-mail the system generates. On the other hand,
Janet says, “I know more about these cases and
what’ s happening with them now than | ever did
before.” To handlethevolumeof e-mail, Janet has
aspecial e-mail mailbox that she and Jamie share,
dedicated to CM/ECF-related mail messages.

Getting help with issuesisnot aproblem, they
reported. “Everyone at the Clerk’ s office has been
very willing to help and answer our questions.”
The training they attended was also quite helpful.

Is CM/ECF a good thing? Janet summed it up
thisway: “Attorneysarehereto servetheir clients,
and we can provide better service to our clients
using CM/ECF.”

* % * % %
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Frequent Filer Goes Virtual!

With this issue, The Frequent Filer will be
delivered to existing CM/ECF usersviae-mail; we
will speed your copy to the mailbox you have
registered with CM/ECF, unlessyou’ dlike usto use
another address. If so, drop us a note at
Filer@ianb.uscourts.gov. For non-CM/ECF users,
fax distribution will continue as in the past.
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Honor Roll
May, 2002

Top Attorney Filers

Janet Hong Michael Dunbar

Steven Klesner Timothy Dunbar

New Attorney Filers

Paul Fitzsimmons Maynard Mohn
Quintin Goeke Brian Peters
Wesley Huisinga Anthony Stoik
Steven Klesner John Titler

CM/ECF Training Schedule
July, 2002

Cedar Rapids

Wednesday 7/10 12:30 pm-4:30 pm

Monday 7/15 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Monday 7/22 8:30 am-12:30 pm

Wednesday 7/31 12:30 pm-4:30 pm

Dubuque

Tuesday 7/30 12:30 pm-4:30 pm

Fort Dodge

Tuesday 7/23 12:30 pm-4:30 pm

Mason City

Wednesday 7/24 8:30 am-12:30 pm

Sioux City

Wednesday 7/17 8:30 am-12:30 pm

Janice McCool

Top Trustee Filers

Wednesday 7/24
Tuesday 7/30

Wednesday 7/17

8:30 am-12:30 pm
12:30 pm-4:30 pm

Waterloo

12:30 pm-4:30 pm

Wesley Huisinga Donald Molstad
Michael Dunbar David Sergeant
Larry Eide

New Trustee Filers

For up-to-the-minute info on our training
schedule, visit www.ianb.uscourts.gov

CM/ECF QuickTIP

To be sure you're uploading the correct

Wil Forker Donald Molstad
Wesley Huisinga Sheryl Y oungblut
U.S. Trustee

document into CM/ECF, right-click on the
document in the Browse window, and select Open,
to view the document before you upload.



